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Against/Sharp (2020)
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Score in C K@

Duration: ca. 4 minutes 5
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Program Note

ﬂtersectionality’s world-building project and

ic composition as a site of social critique. Through the

Against/Sharp is sound ethnography, drawing parallels be
acoustemology’s sound as place-making project, marki
practice of analogic sonification, Against/Sharp dj (ﬁc he resistive, creative, and “against the grain” praxes of
disidentification and oppositional gaze in real ti

N
Written for chamber orchestra and narrger e piece utilizes text written by the composer. The registral, dynamic,
temporal, and instrumental forces of (Hp rk reclaim the sonic, temporal, and intellectual space of the Western Classical
concert hall, for the resistive pra f those who have been historically marginalized, disenfranchised, and ignored by this
space. The musical material of th rk utilizes polyrhythmic, circling, unfolding, and collapsing gestures to sonify the

reworking, disruptive, and\ #ive work of disidentification and oppositional gaze. The piece ends with a dissonant note

atop a padded cluster chgt¥$idnifying the possibility of a new sound world, representing the countermemory work of

oppositional gaze.

The tempo%@ce of the work grounds it in the bodies of those who enact these praxes. Dedicated to Black women and
queer peoN YWt color who have lost their lives violently as a result of their intersecting identities, the piece is 4 minutes and
8 s?p ong, representing the 48 Black women who have been murdered by police from 2015-2020. 32 seconds of silence

ersed throughout the piece in honor of the 32 trans and gender non-conforming lives that were violently taken in

a
Qé, many of which were the lives of people of color.

Text

This piece is about taking up space. Scrambling. A refusal to be. Puncture
A reclaiming. And reconstructing. Counter-memory. Against.
A centering. A technology of the self. No longer that strange fruit in  Sharp!
A refusal to be unseen. Sharp! the breeze. Taking up space.
A refusal to be comfortable. A daring to look. But children of the sun, Reclaiming space.
A discomfort. A declaration. Cackling with the stars.
An against. I am! No longer unseen.
I am! No longer silenced.

A fundamental disidentification.
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Incessantly and with tension J =126-132

Narration will appear here
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Against Sharp

Timing of text is approximate
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space.

taking up

Against Sharp

is about

This piece
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A reclaiming.
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Against Sharp

unseen.

A refusal to be
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Against Sharp

A refusal to be comfortable.
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cackling with the stars.
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